


W lc!"# t% S&'n( Fr&n)i*!
We welcome you to Saint Francis! As pastor 
of this warm, wonderful, progressive, 
Franciscan Catholic community of people, 
who really care for others and themselves, 
I pray, and trust, that you fi nd comfort and 
renewed energy here! Welcome home!

One of the richest blessings of our Saint 
Francis parish family is our strong sense of 
tradition enveloped with our Franciscan 
ethos and heritage. From our original 

founding as a parish, Saint Francis has been the parish home for a diverse 
panorama of individuals and families who take great pride in our Catholic 
faith, share a strong sense of inclusion and social justice, and deep sense 
of hope found in our liturgy and tradition. All of this has permeated our 
history and is found in the inspirational words of Cory Booker, “Give more 
than is expected, more than seems wise, serve more than seems necessary, and 
help more than is asked.” Our community is always growing as we welcome 
new parishioners who take their place in the pages of our parish faith story.

Whether you are a long time resident of the CSRA or a newcomer to our 
area, it is our hope that you fi nd in Saint Francis the home you have been 
searching for. God is calling each of us to reclaim our faith in Jesus Christ 
lived out through our dedication to parish life. At our parish, you will 
discover priests, deacons, a pastoral sta! , and a faithful lay community 
eager to help you become part of our living community.

ff rough our parish website and app, too, you will fi nd a community 
that desires to make you feel welcome at Saint Francis. Please feel free to 
contact me directly, or any of the fi ne individuals who serve you, with your 
questions and interests. Together may we give much glory to the God who 
so graciously gave us each other and this wonderful parish.

Let us come together and celebrate!
      
     
     
  
      Bishop Greer
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Introductory Rites

Entrance Song - Stand

As the Entrance Hymn is played, the Presiding Priest, and any assisting ministers, make 
their way to the Chancel area, and a! er reverencing the altar, they remain standing with 
the Assembly for the Introductory Rites.

Priest:   In the name of the Father, and of the Son, c  and of  
  the Holy Spirit.

People:  Amen.

Priest:   ff e grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of  
  God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with  
  you all.

People:  And also with you.

Penitential Rite - Stand

Priest:   Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

A pause for silent re" ection follows. A! er the silence, the following is sung:
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Priest:   May almighty God cleanse us of our sins and  
  through the celebration of this Eucharist make us  
  worthy to sit at the table of the kingdom for ever.

People:  Amen.

Gloria - Stand

fl e Gloria is not used in Advent or Lent. 

Priest:   Let us give praise, honor, and glory to God our  
  Almighty Father.

fl e Opening Prayer is a di$ erent prayer for each Sunday and Holy Day, Feast or 
Solemnity, of the year, as there are speciff c prayers assigned for many of the feasts and 
memorials of saints we remember in our Liturgical Year.
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Opening Prayer - Stand

Priest:   Let us pray.

A! er the Opening Prayer, the People respond,

People:   Amen.

Liturgy of the Word - Sit

fl e Readings of the Mass are found in the Lectionary and follow a set, three year cycle. 
fl ere are three readings assigned to each Sunday; the ff rst comes from the Hebrew 
Scriptures, except during Easter Season when we ff nd selections from the Book of Acts. 
fl e responsorial psalm is taken from the Book of Psalms and is then followed by a reading 
from the New Testament Letters.

First Reading

A reading from the Hebrew Testament, will be o$ ered, except in Easter Season.  

fl e Response from the Reader, or Lector, comes at the end of the reading and is followed 
by the acclamation of the Assembly :

Lector:   ff e Word of the Lord.
People:   ! anks be to God.

Responsorial Psalm

A psalm is o$ ered from the Hebrew Testament, Book of Psalms. fl e psalm changes weekly 
and the proper response is repeated by the Assembly following each stanza of the psalm. 

Second Reading

A reading from the New Testament, or an Epistle from the New Testament will be o$ ered. 

fl e Response from the Reader, or Lector, comes at the end of the reading and is followed 
by the acclamation of the Assembly:

Lector:   The Word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God.



6

Alleluia or Gospel Acclamation

Gospel - Stand

fl e Gospel readings follow a three cycle of Year A, Year B, and Year C. Year A is generally 
taken from Matthew, Year B from Mark, and Year C is from Luke. John’s Gospel is read 
throughout Lent and Easter seasons and on various occasions during the year. While not 
every passage is read, the Gospels are generally read from start to ff nish during this cycle.

Priest or Deacon:  ff e Lord be with you.
People:    And also with you.

Priest or Deacon:  A reading from the holy gospel according to   
  Saint N.

People:    Glory to you, O Lord.

At the end of the gospel:

Priest or Deacon:  ff e gospel of the Lord.
People:    Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

fl e homily, or sermon, is done by a priest or deacon. Most generally the theme of the 
homily is taken from the readings and Gospel for the day, but may also be taken from the 
feast or a seasonal theme. fl e purpose of the homily is to take the sacred words of Holy 
Scripture, or sacred texts of the Holy Mass, and make them more relevant as a guide for 
us today.

Homily - Sit

[a! er the sermon, a time of silence and re" ection is honored]

The Profession of Faith - Stand

In the Gospels, Jesus says where two or more pray in His name, the prayers will be 
answered. Before concluding the Liturgy of the Word, we pause as a community of faith 
to gather our prayers for the needs of the Church, the world, for the need’s of God’s people 
and our own needs, spoken aloud or held in silence.
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General Intercessions - Sit

fl e Lector and/or Presider will guide the Assembly on the proper prayer response for the 
particular Mass. On some occasions, the petitions and responses are sung and the Leader 
will help guide the Assembly. fl e response is: 

People:   Lord, hear our prayer.

Sign of Peace

fl e exchange of a sign of peace is a welcomed tradition at Saint Francis! It may take a 
little longer than most parishes, but is well worth the added e$ ort! Please, make yourself at 
home and greet one another in the name of Christ. And, if it is your ff rst time, please don’t 
be shy and meet your new friends! If you wish to not embrace, just put out your hand and 
everyone will simply shake your hand in return and welcome you to this wonderful place! 
During Lent, we are more reserved, in keeping with the season of penance and re" ection, 
but still o$ er a warm Sign of Peace. 
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Priest:   ff e peace of the Lord be with you always.
People:   And also with you.

Priest or Deacon: Let us o! er each other a sign of peace.

fl e Assembled exchange a sign of God’s peace with one another!

Priest:  We are healed and made holy by the mercy of God, and 
so let us acclaim Christ our Savior. 

Liturgy of the Eucharist

Preparation of the Altar and of the Gifts - Sit

Priest:   Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. ff rough  
  your goodness we have this bread to o! er,    
  which earth has given and human hands have made.  
  It will become for us the bread of life.

People:   Blessed be God for ever.

Priest:   Blessed are you, Lord, God of all creation. ff rough   
  your goodness we have this wine to o! er, fruit   
  of the  vine and work of human hands. It will   
  become our spiritual drink.

People:   Blessed be God for ever.

We now enter the most solemn and sacred time in our celebration together with fl e 
Eucharistic Prayer. fl e Prayer begins with the Preface and “fl e Lord be with you” to 
which the people respond “And with your spirit.” fl roughout this entire Eucharistic 
Prayer, the priest says the vast majority of the prayer with only a few responses by the 
people. We are all called to share in the o$ ering of our sacriff ces. fl e priest, acting as the 
Presider, says the prayers on behalf of all us as the people of God. However, as we pray 
in the Eucharistic Prayer that the Spirit come upon the gi! s of bread and wine, we also 
pray that the Spirit come upon us and transform us into “one body, one spirit in Christ.” 
As active participants in the Mass, we listen and o$ er ourselves as the priest leads us in 
the Eucharistic Prayer.
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Orate, Fratres 

Priest:   Pray, brothers and sisters, that our sacrifi ce may   
 be acceptable to God, the almighty Father.

People:   May the Lord accept the sacrifi ce at your hands for  
 the praise and glory of God’s name, for our good,   
 and the good of all God’s Church.

Preface - Remain Standing

Priest:   ff e Lord be with you.
People:   And also with you.

Priest:   Li$  up your hearts.
People:   We li#  them to the Lord.

Priest:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People:   It is right to give our thanks and praise.

A! er the Preface, continue with the Preface Acclamation:
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Eucharistic Prayer - Sit

Priest:   Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:  

Doxology

Priest:   ff rough God, with God, in God, in the unity of   
  the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours,    
  almighty Father, forever and ever.

People:   

As we prepare to receive Holy Communion, as a Community of God, we come together 
to pray in the words that Jesus taught us, fl e Lord’s Prayer. We pray for the Lord to give 
us our daily bread. We also ask for forgiveness for our errors, and where we have fallen 
short, and we ask that we be strengthened to do God’s will. fl is is a time for all to gather 
as one and o$ er our deepest intentions in prayer and hope. 

Communion Rite - Stand
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Lord’s Prayer

Priest: Admonished and taught by our Lord’s instruction, we are   
 bold to say:

All:   Our Father, who art in heaven,
  hallowed be thy name,
  thy kingdom come, thy will be done
  on earth as it is in heaven.
  Give us this day our daily bread,
  and forgive us our trespasses
  as we forgive those who trespass against us,
  and lead us not into temptation,
  but deliver us, deliver us from evil.

Priest: Deliver us, Lord, we pray, from every evil,
  graciously grant peace in our days,
  that, by the help of your mercy,
  we may be always free from sin
  and safe from all distress,
  as we await the blessed hope
  and the coming of our Savior, Jesus Christ.

People: For the kingdom and the power and the glory are Yours   
 now and forever.

fl e fraction rite is the breaking of the bread that has become the Body of Christ. In 
o$ ering His life for us on the Cross, Jesus has become the Lamb of God that is o$ ered for 
our sins. As the priest breaks the bread, the people sing the Lamb of God, acknowledging 
Jesus’ sacriff ce on the cross that takes away our sins.
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Lamb of God - Stand

Communion

Priest:  Behold the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world. Blessed are those called to the banquet of the 
Lamb.

People:  Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under 
my roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be 
healed.

In receiving Communion, we profess faith in Jesus. In coming forth to receive Communion, 
we are agreeing to strive to do God’s will in all things. If we don’t agree to strive to do God’s 
will, then Communion is not something we seek.

All are welcome to receive Holy Communion at Saint Francis. As Catholics, the reception 
of Holy Communion is a sign of our unity in faith and life in the Catholic Church. 
We believe in the real Presence of Christ at the Table. fl erefore, when you receive the 
consecrated Bread or Wine, please respond with your afi  rmation, “Amen!” You may 
receive the Bread on your tongue, or in your hands crossed over one another; the Wine 
should come from the Chalice, but please do not intinct (dip your Bread into the Cup). 
If, for any reason, you do not wish to drink from the Cup, please simply fold your arms 
across your chest and receive a blessing as you pass.
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Period of Silence

When the distribution of Holy Communion is completed, the Presider retires to the 
Presidium, and we honor a period of silence for prayer. A meditation hymn may also 
be o$ ered. We end the Communion Rite with a prayer that we will be strengthened and 
transformed by the Holy Communion we have just received as a community of faith.

Prayer after Communion - Sit 

Priest:   Let us pray.

[All pray in silence. fl e priest then says a Prayer a! er communion and all say,]

All:   Amen.

Announcements - Sit

Dismissal - Stand

Priest:   ff e Lord be with you. 
All:    And also with you.

Bishop:  Blessed be the name of the Lord.
All:    From this time forth for evermore.

Bishop:  Our help is in the name of the Lord.
All:    ! e maker of heaven and earth.

Priest:   May God bless you with a restless discomfort about   
  easy answers, half-truths and superfi cial    
  relationships, so that you may seek truth boldly and   
  love deep within your heart.

All:    Amen.

Priest:   May God bless you with holy anger at injustice,   
  oppression, and exploitation of people, so that you   
  may tirelessly work for justice, freedom, and    
  peace among all people.

All:    Amen.
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Priest:   May God bless you with the gi$  of tears to shed  
  with those who su! er from pain, rejection,   
  starvation, or the loss of all that they cherish, so that  
  you may reach out your hand to comfort them and  
  transform their pain into joy.

All:    Amen.

Priest:   May God bless you with enough foolishness   
  to believe that you really CAN make a di! erence in  
  this world, so that you are able, with God’s grace, to  
  do what others claim cannot be done.

All:    Amen.

Priest:   And may the blessing of almighty God, c    

  the Father, c  and the Son , c   and the Holy Spirit,  
  come upon you and remain with you forever.

All:    Amen.

Priest:   Go in peace to love and serve our neighbors.
All:    Thanks be to God.
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